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It io obvious y. aa /^ornbliili s.'.irfys , that "tho mainstream press" did, "in- 
expli enbly, V abandon tho centra/ drug story that was "significant*" It was "back 






on tho national agenda where it belongs" and which it should ne^fer have left* 

Tiie "mainstream press "was negligent on this. It "faces a cliallenge in the 

/ 

contra-cocaine matter , " of "res ingoing its credibility in the face of public 

distrust ovdr its perceived role in the handling " of the contra-cocaine matter* 

^ \ its / 

The rest's oabudsia. n , Ceneva Cverholser, was f ithful to record in 
lamenting tliat it and the other papers "showed more energy // from protecting the 
CIA from someone olso's journalistic c::cesses*" 

Whether there were in tin- £iercjL3±y News, series "journalistic excesses" remains 



to be seen as, if and when it does, the rest of the story comes out. 

Cverholser night not have bee/y so free with her allegation of "journalistic 

excesses" if she had consulted the Post' 3 own files on this subject* If she bad she 
fgPracWj ^ IlM'^ispat ch ^ 

wpuld have seen tho of Post report eV Peter Brennan, from San Jose, 

C&sjfa Pico. Tho jjo^rfc headlined it, "Costa Pica considers JJeeldLng Contras 
picker in U.S." 

The "Contra backer" was John n ull. He was reported to be CIA. He had a spread 
in Costa Rica near Nicaragua as tlds story does not say, was used by CIA 

planes servicing the ^ontras. He had an air strip on it* Hull fled Costa Rica 
when he was charged with first degree murder in the 1 CG4 bombing at La Pence* 



That bomb was ['.planted by an assassin posing as a journalist." The bomb did not 



Jd.ll dys intended victim, Nden Pastors. , who broke with the CIA-supported Contras. 

also be n cliarged with drug trafficking* 

"mendacious 

Kornbliih referred to Oliver North’ s ^insistence" that "no U.S. government 



official, iihich among others North was, "ever tolerated drug smuggling as part of 




w 1 1 a prominent supporter ot 
the contras, Hull worked with 
North through courier Robert 
Owen to construct a rebel force on 
Nicaragua's southern front. If he 
were brought back, it could prove 
embarrassing to officials in both 
countries. 

The report stated that Hull was a 
CIA operative with close ties to the 
U.S. Embassy and Costa Rican of- 
ficials. 





Brennon also ‘ reoorted that 




n 



Based on the first substantive 
investigation by a Costa Rican 
agency into the bombing, the report 
links contras, narcotics traffickers 
of various nationalities, then-Pan- 
amanian strongman Gen. Manuel 
Antonio Noriega, former lieutenant 
colonel Oliver North, Cuban-Amer- 
ican exiies and Costa Rican officials. 



Hull fled’ the country. 



The Costa prosecutor, Jorge Chavarria, used, among other things, some 

"7,000 documents from the. . .Iran-Contra hearings^? and related trial 
and a U.S. Senate subcommittee * s investigation into drug trafficking." 



Chavarria's report 




T^^aJrecommended that 23 
persons be charged with neutrality 
violations, including military trainer 
Thomas Posey and North’s courier, 

Owen. 

North was not charged, but he is 
officially declared not welcome in 
Costa Rica, the most stable democ- 
racy in Central America. 

xt cagan White house would not have 



Last July, a Legislative Assembly 
commission investigating traffick- 
ing recommended that North, arms 
dealer Richard Secord, former na- 
tional security adviser John Poin- 
dexter, former ambassador Lewis 
Tambs and former CIA station chief 
in Costa Rica Joe Fernandez should 
be declared personae non gratae in 
Costa Rica. 

These five, said the commission 
were responsible for building the 
arms network, which because of its 
cloak of secrecy, allowed traffickers 
to run cocaine to the United States. 



been politcall:/ wise. 




To 



So, it was iior t^an the prosecutor and more tlian North in tho Reagan 

-£/ 

•'•bite Ilonso . Those nsjuod, according to the Costa Rican commission, "were res- 
ponsible for building the arms betwork which, because of its cloak of secrecy, 
allowed drug traffickers bo run cocaine to the Exited States * ,r 

\sV\ <r — — 

This fr&w-tlio Pos t and almost <p&£ seven years before its ombudsman referred 
to a later story along the same lines as "excessive journalism*" 

hvll'j had }l grked with North through [his] courier Robert Owen*" The Iran- 
Contra hearings include Tun 1 s testimony in which he compare u eorge Washington* s 
patriotism ([favorably with Oliver North's* 

T kpro v/as something to which 0 !/en testified that was entirely ignored 
by the media, including th dPost . &ss2£ss&sli was tliat North sent Tien to ^oloiado 
to get advice from Robert Brown* 

Robert kenneth Hr own had operated Palladin Press in Colorado* /S provided all 
the literature gun nuts and those who later called themselves "militia" could use. 
hater ho left Palladin and started the magazine, Sol clier of Fortune * When - 1 * knew 

Jrvi fkJl W d an 



him (that is what he regarded hipelf as being* In fact, he -wanted me to ghost- 
write a book critical of the CIA fretyj tliat perspective. I declined* 

Brown got into the Warren Coiiiiijis.ion 1 o files on the assassination of President 
“ennedy after ho v/as pej- positioned "to get rid ofiSuftiEUi , the . Cabinet and ajl 
member s of Americans for democratic Action and maybe 10,000 other people." 



Patriot that Browh is, and he w< 



as then a Captain //ix^^rmy reserves, 



he did not 



trouble the FBI with the informated he liad been "propositioned on such ‘a deal. 

The FBI learned and reported fa it to the Commission when a graduate student, xet 

_ M Vcrb\ j 

berry Russell Craddock, told the FBI after the lirrer^l fvnt-inn . 

The army was not a bit troubled* promoted Brown from c*y2fcain tp major. 

Ha^ the [[ran-Contra comr.iittee/^do the slightest chock, if it had asked the 

FBI for its records on ~ v:\in after (2 wen testified that Oliver - Nor h/b° sent liin to 

Sec Brown, it would have learned this and much more. Seemingly the FBI did not 

information oh Brown and his other activities. 



volunteer its 
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■‘•'Vo : thin oil" of several stories it is eft ear t at exBexjt for the California 



angle 



duiaio o 

tho host lu?.R 1:1 essence published what it criticised the mercu ry News for 
’ - - 

publishing mid^had let that story die. The Brennan story does more than involve only 
the contras unity in thrnxdriig dealing in drugs insi^ de the United States, ^t also 
involves all those named " officials" i.'orth denied ever considered any such thins. 
North is one of tho set/ named. 

That the Times in New York, the T^rnes in Los Angeles and the rest in 

Washington all Glinted up in assaaltiia£^ ,, assaulting" 'ji e ifer cuty News, does not 

mean that the" e dit or editorsof these three ^fpobably most influential papers in 

/ , 

the country got together and decided that / they w^ild all do as they did. 

That they did not have to conspire and did it without CDiispriT conspiring 



reflects their xndxpnnd simultaneous and independent deeisions tliat they 
would defend th4 CIA against tho charges that they themselves liad published 
earli- r but with fewer details mid without that California crack angle. 

That tAis was spontaneous is more significant than if it had been after 
conferring and reaching a fejoint decision to do what they didj?. 



If false nhngre charges are published against any agency it is proper for 

the media to correct errors and to publish what refuses falsity. But this story 

O 

both ^ime sos and tho .host, had already published except for the California angle. 

They had published the essence and then abandoned the story, important as it 

was for the truth to be established and given to the people forgetting that 

\ 

they had published, not getting those stories they had published from their fij.es, 

/> . — — .'i 

all three papers decided to defend tho UIA without consulting the existing 

record and without any effort to carry any investigation forward. 

This is not the role for which /our funding Fathers assured the media would 
be free of government intrusions. 

r £his is not the role of the media if representatives society is to work as 
intended by (pur Founding Fathers. 

It was JjjthG rol of the media in those societies we opposed, Hitler* d and 



